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The scope of the paper 

This course will provide students with an opportunity to study in greater detail a 

theme which is touched on by many of the Part I papers, namely how the behaviour of 

individuals and groups of individuals was moderated and controlled in medieval 

societies.  The following questions may be considered: Who exerted control and how? 

What were the limits of that control? What happened when the limits were exceeded? 

What sanctions could be applied, and by whom and to whom?  How are these legal 

institutions represented in our sources and how far can they be seen to change over 

time? 

 

Some legal texts have been preserved from all of the ASNC societies; these texts 

often make claims to status and antiquity which need careful assessment. But, in 

addition to those texts, to what extent can we see the law at work in historical and 

literary texts? These methodological problems will be introduced in lectures, and 

students will also have the opportunity to study particular legal texts, and associated 

literary and historical material, in seminars. The course will focus on three matters 

with which our sources are frequently preoccupied: homicide, injury and their 

resolution.  

 

Like many Part II papers this paper brings together knowledge and skills which have 

been developed in the Part I papers. No student is expected to be familiar with the 

historical context for all of the territories studied, or with all of the relevant languages, 

but, rather like the Palaeography paper in Part I, each student will bring a range of 

disparate interests which can be applied to a range of fascinating material. 

 

Organisation of teaching 

The course will be taught through lectures and seminars. The lectures provide an 

introduction to the legal institutions of each of the territories studies in ASNC. The 

lecturers and seminar convenors will provide reading lists, and a selection of 

‘essential reading’ for each seminar will be kept on a Moodle site. Students should 

complete the ‘essential reading’ for seminars, and they should also attempt to read 

more widely around the topics of the lectures and seminars. Some of the lecturers will 

use Powerpoint presentations to illustrate their lectures; Powerpoint files will be kept 

on the Moodle site. 

 

The seminars enable students to think deeply about legal themes by focusing on 

specific texts. Students will sign up for seminar presentation slots at the 

beginning of Michaelmas Term. The seminars will operate as follows.  (1) Seminar 

convenors will provide reading lists, items of essential reading and essay titles on the 

Moodle site.  (2) The student volunteers for each seminar will produce an essay and 

this will be circulated by email to fellow members of the seminar and the seminar 

convenor at least 24 hours before the seminar.  (3) Interesting points arising from the 

essays, and other relevant material, will be discussed during the seminar.  (4) Seminar 

convenors may return the essays to the presenters with comments. 

 

In the Easter term there will be four revision sessions, in which students will be 

encouraged to think about questions from past papers and to consider comparative 

approaches to the material studied.  
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Structure of teaching 2018–19 
Wednesdays at 11.00 a.m 

 

Michaelmas Term (lectures and seminars) 

 

 

1 Introduction to medieval law (PR) 
 

Medieval Wales 
2 Lecture: Medieval Welsh legal institutions (PR) 

3 Seminar: Versions of the ‘Nine Abetments’ in Iorwerth MSS B & E (PR) 

 

Canon Law, and law, violence and honour in hagiography 

4 Lecture: Ecclesiastical law (AB) 

5 Seminar: The Church and law: canon law and law in hagiography (AB) 

 

Anglo-Saxon England 
6 Lecture: Anglo-Saxon legal institutions (SDK) 

7 Seminar: The Fonthill Letter (SDK) 

8 Seminar: The reign of Æthelred the Unready (SDK)  

 
Lent Term (lectures and seminars) 

 

Medieval Ireland 

1 Lecture: Medieval Irish legal institutions (MNM) 

2 Seminar: Aided Óenfhir Aífe ‘The Death of Aífe’s Only Son’ (AT) 

3 Seminar: Bretha Crólige: sick-maintenance in medieval Irish law (AT) 

 

Medieval Scandinavia 

4 Lecture: Medieval Scandinavian legal institutions (CE) 

5 Seminar: Excerpts from Grágás (CE) 

6 Seminar: Excerpts from Njáls saga (CE) 

 

Interaction between ethnic groups in lawcodes 

7  Seminar: Regulating relations between ethnic groups: Ine’s Laws, Norðleoda 

 laga, and the Dunsӕte Ordinance (AB) 

8  Seminar: A Scottish legal tract, Leges inter Brettos et Scottos (AB) 

 

Easter Term (one seminar plus revision seminars) 

 

1 Seminar: Violence and honour in the Brut y Tywysogyon and the legal status of 

women (AB)  

2 Revision seminar: Writing comparative essays, and Irish and Welsh law  

3 Revision seminar: Anglo-Saxon law, Scandinavian law 

4 Revision seminar: Laws regarding relations between different ethnic groups, 

Ecclesiastical law 
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Examination 

The examination paper will consist of a three-hour written examination. The paper will be 

divided into three sections: (a) gobbets; (b) essay questions relating to specific geographical 

areas; (c) comparative questions, requiring an answer which compares at least two 

geographical areas.  Candidates will be expected to answer four questions from a choice of at 

least twelve. Question 1 (Section a) is compulsory and contains gobbets for comment. Three 

essay questions must be attempted from Sections b and c; at least one question must be 

attempted from each section.  Each question will be worth 25% of the marks. 

 

Introductory bibliography (primary sources) 
 

Anglo-Saxon legal material 
The corpus of Anglo-Saxon law-codes 

‘The Laws’, in Dorothy Whitelock (ed.), English Historical Documents I, c. 500–1042, 2
nd

 

edn. (Oxford, 1979), pp. 357–69 (introduction), 391–478 (translations of selected laws) 

The Laws of the Earliest English Kings, ed. F. L. Attenborough (1912) – text and translation 

of all royal codes from Æthelberht (c. 600) to Æthelstan (924–39) 

The Laws of the Kings of England from Edmund to Henry I, ed. A. J. Robertson (1925) – text 

and translation of all royal codes from Edmund (939–46) to Cnut (1016–35) and beyond 

Vernacular documents generated in connection with disputes and their settlement 

Select English Historical Documents of the Ninth and Tenth Centuries, ed. F. E. Harmer 

(1914; CUP reprint 2009) – text and translation of various documents, including the 

Fonthill Letter 

Anglo-Saxon Charters, ed. A. J. Robertson (1939; 2
nd

 ed., 1956; CUP reprint 2010) – text and 

translation of various documents, including the ‘Crimes of Wulfbald’ 

Selected texts for seminars 

• The ‘Fonthill Letter’ (c. 920) 

R. Marsden, The Cambridge Old English Reader (2004), pp. 96–102 (text) 

Whitelock, EHD, no. 102 (translation) 

• The Crimes of Wulfbald (c. 990) 

S. Miller (ed.), Charters of the New Minster, Winchester (2001), no. 31 (text and 

translation) 

Whitelock, EHD, no. 120 (translation) 

• Wulfstan, archbishop of York, Sermo Lupi ad Anglos (1009, 1012, 1014) 

B. Mitchell & F. C. Robinson, A Guide to Old English, 7th ed. (Oxford, 2007) (text) 

Whitelock, EHD, no. 240 (translation) 

 

Scandinavian legal material 

Selected texts for seminars 

• Grágas 

A. Dennis et al. (transl.), The laws of early Iceland: Grágás; the Codex Regius of Grágás 

with material from other manuscripts, vol. 1 (1980) 

• Njál’s saga  

R. Cook. (transl.), Njál’s saga (2001). 

 

Welsh, Irish and Scottish legal material 
Welsh legal material 

― D. Jenkins (ed and tr), The Law of Hywel Dda: Law Texts from Medieval Wales 

(Llandysul, 1986) 

― Thomas Charles-Edwards, ‘The Three Columns of Law from Iorwerth Manuscripts B and 

E’, ed. Thomas Charles-Edwards, in idem & Paul Russell (eds), Tair Colofn Cyfraith: The 
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Three Columns of Law in Medieval Wales, Cymdeithas Hanes Cyfraith Cymru 5 (2005), 

pp. 258–319 

Irish legal material 

― D.A. Binchy (ed. and trans.), ‘Bretha crólige’, Ériu 12 (1938),  1–77  

• Aided Óenfhir Aífe 

― Kuno Meyer (ed. and trans.), ‘The death of Conla’, Ériu 1 (1904), 113–121 

― J.G. O’Keeffe, ‘Cuchulainn and Conlaech’, Ériu 1 (1904), 123–27 

― A.G. van Hamel, ed., Compert Con Culainn and Other Stories, Mediaeval and Modern 

Irish Series III (Dublin, 1933), pp. 9–15 

― Translation: ‘The Death of Aífe’s Only Son’, in Jeffrey Gantz, Early Irish Myths and 

Sagas (Harmondsworth, 1981) 

― Commentary: Joanne Findon, A Woman’s Words: Emer and Female Speech in the Ulster 

Cycle (Toronto, 1997) 

 

Legal material concerning relations between different ethnic groups 
— Leges inter Brettos et Scottos, Alice Taylor’s article with a translation of LBS and notes is 

on the Moodle site 

— The texts of Ine’s Laws, Norðleoda laga, and the Dunsӕte Ordinance are on the 

Moodle site 
 

Further guidance will be provided separately. 

 

 

Introductory bibliography (secondary works) 
 

General 

D. Liebs, ‘Roman Law’, in The Cambridge Ancient History, 14. Late Antiquity: Empire and 

Successors, A.D. 425–600, ed. Averil Cameron, Bryan Ward-Perkins, and Michael 

Whitby (Cambridge, 2000), pp. 238-59 

T. M. Charles-Edwards, ‘Law in the western kingdoms between the fifth and the seventh 

century’, in The Cambridge Ancient History, 14. Late Antiquity: Empire and Successors, 

A.D. 425–600, ed. Averil Cameron, Bryan Ward-Perkins, and Michael Whitby 

(Cambridge, 2000), pp. 260–87 

 

Anglo-Saxon England 

Website of the ‘Early English Laws’ project (2009–11), which aims to produce new online 

editions, with translation and commentary, of the corpus of legal texts from Æthelberht of 

Kent (c. 6000) to Magna Carta (1215): http://www.earlyenglishlaws.ac.uk [go to 

Laws/Texts, for a list of all extant law-codes; go to Reference/Bibliography, and then 

browse ‘By Category’, for lists of reading under certain topics, including Æthelred II, 

Cnut, Crime, Disputes, etc.], or browse in other ways 

Patrick Wormald, The Making of English Law: King Alfred to the Twelfth Century (Oxford, 

1999) 

M. Townend (ed.), Wulfstan, Archbishop of York: The Proceedings of the Second Alcuin 

Conference, Studies in the Early Middle Ages 10 (Turnhout, 2004) 

 

Scandinavia 

A. Berger, ‘Lawyers in the old Icelandic family sagas: heroes, villains and authors’, Saga-

Book of the Viking Society 20 (1978–81), 70–9 

T. M. Andersson and W.I. Miller, Law and literature in medieval Iceland: ‘Ljósvetninga 

saga’ and ‘Valla-Ljóts saga’ (1989), 22–31 and 43–51 [NOTE REQUIRED READING] 

W. I. Miller, Bloodtaking and Peacemaking: Feud, Law, and Society in Saga Iceland (1990) 

H. Ordower, ‘Exploring the literary function of law and litigation in Njál's saga’, Cardozo 

http://www.earlyenglishlaws.ac.uk/
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Studies in Law and Literature 3 (1991), 41–61 

J. Ziolkowski, ‘The ambivalence toward pagan law’, The Mirror of Justice: Literary 

reflections of legal crises (1997), 42–62 

H. Þorláksson, ‘The Icelandic Commonwealth Period: building a new society’, Vikings: The 

North Atlantic Saga, ed. W. W. Fitzhugh and E. I. Ward (2000), 175–87 

P. Foote, The Early Christian Laws of Iceland: Some Observations, H. M. Chadwick 

Memorial Lecture 15 (2004) 

G. Sandvik and J.V. Sigurðsson, ‘Laws’, A Companion to Old Norse-Icelandic Literature and 

Culture, ed. R. McTurk (2007), 223–44 

 

Medieval Wales 

T. M. Charles-Edwards, ‘The Three Columns of Law: A Comparative Perspective’ and ‘The 

Galanas tractate in Iorwerth’, in idem & Paul Russell (eds), Tair Colofn Cyfraith: The 

Three Columns of Law in Medieval Wales, Cymdeithas Hanes Cyfraith Cymru 5 (2005), 

pp. 26–59, 92–7 

M. E. Owen, ‘Shame and Reparation: A Woman’s Place in the Kin’, in eadem and D. Jenkins 

(eds.), The Welsh Law of Women: Studies presented to Professor Daniel A. Binchy on his 

Eightieth Birthday (Cardiff, 1980), pp. 40–60. 

 

Medieval Ireland 
Fergus Kelly, A Guide to Early Irish Law, Early Irish Law Ser. 3 (Dublin, 1988) 

D. Ó Corráin, Aidan Breen, Liam Breatnach, ‘The laws of the Irish’, Peritia, 3 (1984), 382–

438 

 

Medieval Scotland 
‘Law and Institutions: Gaelic’ and an extract from ‘Law and Lawyers’ in M. Lynch (ed.) The 

Oxford Companion to Scottish History (Oxford, 2007), pp. 381–3 

W.D.H. Sellar, ‘Celtic Law and Scots Law: Survival and Integration’, Scottish Studies 29 

(1989), 1–27 

A. Taylor, ‘Leges Scocie and the lawcodes of David I, William the Lion and Alexander II’, 

Scottish Historical Review 88 (2009), 207–88 

A. Taylor, The Shape of the State in Medieval Scotland, 1124–1290 (Oxford, 2016) [available 

online via i-Discover, plus there is a copy in the Asnac library]. 

 

 

 

Further guidance on secondary reading will be provided separately, and check the Moodle 

Law and Lawlessness site also. 

 


